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H689 – LAND OFF FIDDINGTON LANE, ASHCHURCH 

FILE NOTE DEALING WITH NATIONAL HIGHWAYS PLANNING RESPONSE DATED 20 
DECEMBER 2022 (PLANNING APPLICATION: 22/01320/OUT) 

Introduction 
1.1. This file note has been produced by PFA Consulting in response to National Highways Planning 

Response to Tewkesbury Borough Council (TBC) dated 20 December 2022, in relation to planning 
application 22/01320/OUT for residential development on land off Fiddington Lane. A copy of 
National Highways response is reproduced at Appendix A. 

1.2. National Highways has recommended that the planning application not be granted for a period of 
up to 3-months pending the submission and review of additional information from the applicant. 

1.3. This report provides the additional information requested by National Highways. 

Trip Generation 
2.1. National Highways has queried the robustness of the trip generation provided for the proposed 

development and have requested further evidence be provided to demonstrate the suitability of 
the trip rates used in the traffic modelling.  

2.2. For the proposed residential development the TA has used vehicular trip rates derived from the 
TRICS database using comparable sites.  The use of ‘Houses Privately Owned’ trip rates is 
considered a ‘robust’ assessment given that at least 30% of the total residential units will be for 
affordable housing in accordance with Core Policy SD12 of the adopted JCS. 

2.3. The residential vehicular trip rates used to establish the traffic generation of the proposed 
development are consistent with those provided within the TA scoping study which was  issued to 
National Highways for approval.  In response to the TA scoping study concerning the proposed 
traffic generation National Highways stated: 

“Vehicular trip generation for the proposed residential development has been calculated 
for both the AM and PM peak hours using the TRICS database. It is proposed 
development will generate 88 two-way vehicle trips in the AM peak and 87 two-way 
vehicle trips in the PM peak. We have undertaken our independent TRICS exercise and we 
can confirm that the above trip generation values are acceptable.”  

2.4. At the time of the TA scoping it was anticipated that the proposed development would be for 170 
dwellings; this was subsequently reduced to 120 dwellings due to on-site constraints. This 
reduction in dwelling numbers has resulted in a reduction to the traffic generation; Table 5.7 of 
the TA shows that the proposed development will generate 62 two-way vehicle trips in the AM 
peak hour and 61 two-way vehicle trips in the PM peak hour.  Importantly, the trip rates used to 
derive the traffic generation reflects those previously agreed by National Highways as part of the 
TA scoping exercise. 

S-Paramics Model Files 
3.1. National Highways have requested the S-Paramics model files in order to check and confirm the 

input data and output reporting.  Copies of the S-Paramics model files will therefore be provided 
to National Highways by email via file transfer. 
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National Highways Planning Response (NHPR 22-12) 

Formal Recommendation to an Application for Planning Permission 

 

From:             Andrew Jinks (Regional Director) 

Operations Directorate 

Midlands Region 

National Highways 

PlanningM@nationalhighways.co.uk 
   
To:    Tewkesbury Borough Council- FAO:   
 developmentapplications@tewkesbury.gov.uk 

 
CC:  transportplanning@dft.gov.uk 

  spatialplanning@nationalhighways.co.uk  

 

Council's Reference: 22/01320/OUT 

 
Location: Parcel 5558, Road from Natton to Homedowns, Ashchurch 
 
Proposal: Residential Development, associated works including infrastructure, open 
space and landscaping. Vehicular access from Fiddington Lane.  
 
National Highways Ref: 97005 
 

Referring to the consultation on a planning application dated 08.12.2022, referenced 

above, in the vicinity of the M5 and A46 that forms part of the Strategic Road Network, 

notice is hereby given that National Highways’ formal recommendation is that we: 

 

Recommend that planning permission not be granted for a specified period (see 

reasons at Annex A); 

 

This represents National Highways’ formal recommendation and is copied to the 

Department for Transport as per the terms of our Licence. 

 

Should the Local Planning Authority not propose to determine the application in 

accordance with this recommendation they are required to consult the Secretary of 

State for Transport, as set out in the Town and Country Planning (Development 

Affecting Trunk Roads) Direction 2018, via transportplanning@dft.gov.uk and may 

not determine the application until the consultation process is complete. 

 

The Local Planning Authority must also copy any consultation under the 2018 

Direction to PlanningM@nationalhighways.co.uk. 
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Signature: 

 

 

Date:    

 

20/12/2022 

 

Name:   

 

Position: Spatial Planner 

 

National Highways 

The Cube, Birmingham, B1 1RN 
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Annex A National Highways’ assessment of the proposed development 

 

National Highways has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as a 

strategic highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is 

the highway authority, traffic authority and street authority for the Strategic Road 

Network (SRN). The SRN is a critical national asset and as such we work to ensure 

that it operates and is managed in the public interest, both in respect of current 

activities and needs as well as in providing effective stewardship of its long-term 

operation and integrity. 

 

This response represents our formal recommendation regarding 22/01320/OUT and 

has been prepared by Neil Hansen. 

 

Our initial comments are set out below:: 

 

The trip generation provided for the proposed development are not considered to have 

been robustly derived and further evidence is required to demonstrate the suitability 

or otherwise of the trip rates.  

In order to verify the model output we will need to have the S PARAMICS files to check 

and confirm the input data and output reporting. 

The individual junction capacity assessments cover the appropriate junction and make 

use of previously agreed models for the junctions being assessed. Therefore, although 

the models are likely to be correctly built, until the traffic flows have been verified in 

terms of appropriate trip rates and S PARAMICS outputs the conclusions of the 

capacity assessments cannot be confirmed. 

Evidence is required to demonstrate that newly constructed roundabout serving the 

retail outlet centre and linking with Fiddington Lane will not adversely impact upon the 

operation of the A46(T). 

National Highways requests the provision of the S PARAMICS files so that a robust 

review can be undertaken of the inputs and reporting. Confirmation that the traffic 

signal timings used are appropriate will also be required. A further set of trip rates are 

requested to ensure that the ones proposed and used in the assessment to date are 

sufficiently robust.  

 

Recommendation  

 

Considering the above, National Highways recommends that planning 

permission not be granted for a period of up to three months from the date of 

this response to allow for sufficient time for the applicant to provide further 

information and for National Highways to review and respond to information 

provided. 
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Standing advice to the local planning authority 

 

The Climate Change Committee’s 2022 Report to Parliament notes that for the UK to 

achieve net zero carbon status by 2050, action is needed to support a modal shift 

away from car travel. The NPPF supports this position, with paragraphs 73 and 105 

prescribing that significant development should offer a genuine choice of transport 

modes, while paragraphs 104 and 110 advise that appropriate opportunities to 

promote walking, cycling and public transport should be taken up.  

 

Moreover, the build clever and build efficiently criteria as set out in clause 6.1.4 of 

PAS2080 promote the use of low carbon materials and products, innovative design 

solutions and construction methods to minimise resource consumption. 

 

These considerations should be weighed alongside any relevant Local Plan policies 

to ensure that planning decisions are in line with the necessary transition to net zero 

carbon. 



   

A
p
p
en

d
ix
 B
   





   

A
p
p
en

d
ix
 C
   



Generated On 09/02/2023 12:48:06 Using Junctions 10 (10.0.4.1693)

1























   

A
p
p
en

d
ix
 D
   



Generated On 09/02/2023 12:46:15 Using Junctions 10 (10.0.4.1693)

1
































