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 That the site has brown tourism signs – I understand that previous advice was that the site 

would not qualify for brown signing under current requirements.  Google streetview is from 
August 2023 and no signs appear to be visible then – can  or the third party team 
please confirm whether signs have indeed be approved and erected.  If brown signs have 
been approved that could undermine any grounds for objection. Similarly, if there is a 
current request for signing under consideration and pending approval can you also please 
advise whether the signs are likely to be approved or not and the reasoning for any 
decision. 

 
 They state that the main mode of transport will not be the car – however they provide no 

evidence to support that or demonstrate that the site is a sustainable location in terms of 
alternative travel modes to the car and that there is realistic travel choice.  The travel plan 
contradicts this statement by saying that visitors will arrive by car.  The travel plan seems 
pretty meaningless. 

 
 The planning statement also suggests that the current operation of the distillery may not 

reflect that previously outlined in the original distillery application, and that they are now 
catering for larger numbers of visitors (tours of 12 rather than 6, and potentially open more 
than the previous 3 days for tours). 

 
I have put the relevant planning documents on share here: 
https://share.highwaysengland.co.uk/share/llisapi.dll/link/109234405 
 
My initial view (subject to your comments) is that we probably issue a holding recommendation in 
the first instance and request further information/clarification and a transport statement which 
should include an up to date analysis of trips associated with current distillery operation which 
should better equip us in making a decision whether the increase in trips associated with the 
lodges is material and sufficient for us to refuse.  The matter of the brown signs also needs to be 
resolved. 
 
Can you please let me have your views by close of play on 8 March.  
 
Many thanks 
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