








DfT Conclusions and Next Steps to IPDC (14th September 2020)
Conclusions

• Both options have the potential to deliver some benefits to the corridor, including offering journey time savings for E-W journeys – e.g. Colne to Leeds (20
minute saving in the peak) and relief to several standard routes in the study corridor (Colne Traffic drops by 70%).

• Despite some benefits however, both options fails to meet all the strategic objectives with limited transfer from the M62 which is a primary freight passage
for Trans Pennine East-West journeys.

• Roughly 50 miles of new corridor would need to be constructed through topographically challenging terrain. This will necessitate the construction of multiple
complicated engineering structures including tunnels, cuttings and bridges.

• Both options would constitute a significant capital investment with a high-level of uncertainty around cost. Both options appraised have similar BCRs and
would represent ‘poor’ VfM.

• A preliminary environmental risk assessment has revealed that either option will have large environmental disbenefits. Delivering a strategic link in such an
environmentally sensitive area is likely to be met with fierce local opposition and mitigations will be costly and challenging to deliver.

• From early conversations with stakeholders, there does appear to be appetite for pursuing localised interventions along the corridor.

• Our strategic assessment of the study area shows that there are congestion spots in the Central Pennines Corridor that could be pursued for considerably
less cost and with less disruption.

Next Steps

1. DfT will be presenting Ministers with advice on the M6 – A1(M) Central Pennines Study once the Northern Transport Acceleration Council has been
successfully installed later this year.

2. Although the detail of the Northern Transport Acceleration Council is still being devised, the team have advised us that it will primarily look at local
interventions rather than major projects. Therefore if Ministers agree with our recommendation to pursue localised elements and agreed with stakeholders,
we will submit to the Northern Transport Acceleration Council.

3. Local Interventions – talk about how they will be taken forward – Strategic elements through route strategy and local elements through local roads team
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